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May 27, 1970 
--- Jim Butler 
238 3rd Avenue, South 
Franklin, Tennessee 
Dear Jim: 
I wanted to write you a special note because your let _ter of May 11 · 
came on the very day that I was supposed to make my decision regard-
ing staying with the Highland church or going to California. You 
will never know how much I appreciated tije honest, direct way you 
spoke to me in that letter. I considered it a very definite .sign 
from the Lord, and felt thi weight of it even on that particular 
day. 
I decided, however, to go ~o ·the West Coast - and preceded to inf o r~ 
the President of the Colleie. Immediately after lettipg him know 
of my decision, I began to have serious misgivings. ~ These contin-
ued in a very powerful and disturbing way over the next six day ~ . 
Finally, one week later, I had to contact the Prasiden~ _of th~ 
School again and inform him that I could riot .come. · I fe·1 t the call 
of God here so strongly that I had to remain. 
In our day of impersonality, it is difficult to form human relation-
ships that are genuine. I believe that God has enabled our relation-
ship to be tha ~ Jdnd. Our conversations demonstrated this · and now 
your letter to made it very clear • . I thank God for the concern that 
you showed. It will always be remembered and deeply appreciated. 
I look forward to _our being together again at . the earliest possible 
date. 
In genuine appreciation, 
John Allen Chalk 
JAC:lc 
. .. 
May 27, ·1970 
~ Jim Butler 
238 3rd Avenue, South 
Franklin, Tennessee 
Dear Margaret and Jim: 
I knew that you would want to know about ·my decision regarding 
staying with the Highland church here in Abilene, or going to 
Californ~a as Provost of the Pepperdine School of Law. Thank 
you so much for the prayers you prayed and for the genuine 
interest you demonstrated. I have decided to remain here in 
Abilene with the Rig .bland congregation. I believe this is the 
Lord's will for ~e -and I ~ave found great peace regarding it. 
The challenges before us are unique. This church is a typical, 
ins~itutional church that is in such desperate need of the free 
flowing Spirit of God. Our "dry bones" need the breath of al-
mighty God. I hope that both of you will specifically pray tha 
God's mighty Spirit will work in this church and in my 11,te lik 
He has never worked before. 0 
I hear from Bob Mason occasionally, and talked with Bob and Mayme 
on the phone last Sunday afternoon. They are thrilled with their 
growing relationship with both of you. rhank you again for the 
Christian hospitality of your home. It was such a beautiful ti 
visiting with you and knowing of your continued openness totthe 
Lord Jesus Christ and to the mighty power of · His written word. 
I am looking forward to my next visit to Middle Tennessee. 
certainly be in touch with you during the time I am there. We 
are not certain at this point whether our entire family will be 
coming in June or August, but rest assured that the Bulters will 
know when the Chalks are in the area. 
In Christian concer 17 
John Allen Chalk 
JAC:lc 
, 
Genesco Park · Nas hvi lle, Tennessee, U.S.A. 37202 
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